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CO-OCCURRENCE AREA SUMMARY
CA #4 — Hatch Brook Map
CO-OCCURRENCE AREA (CA): Hatch Brook CA#H: 4 ACRES: 438.3

LOCATION: North central Meredith along Hatch Brook surrounding Hatch Brook prime wetland

Elevation: 637(B.M.) — 785 ft. General Aspect: South Ave. Slope: 0 - 10%
% Upland Forest: 50.28 % Open Upland: 1.1 % Wetland: 48.6 % Open Water: .02
GENERAL LAND USE: Type: Forestry-Rural Zoning: FR

The Hatch Brook Co-Occurrence Area (CA #4) is a lightly developed upper watershed of a high quality
water course that feeds into Mill Brook near Lake Wicwas. There are several houses uphill of the
wetland off of Hatch Corner Road and Winona Road. Route 104 bisects the lowest part of the prime
wetland. The apex of the CA is along the New Hampton town line, although the uppermost wetland
extends 600 feet into New Hampton. Nearly 50% of the CA is under a conservation easement held by
the Town.

General Ecological Attributes: Hatch Brook is a first order stream that descends southerly from a point
near the uppermost part of Hatch Corner Road in New Hampton. Nearly half of the CA is comprised of
the Hatch Brook prime wetland, a large complex of beaver ponds, emergent marshes, and forested
wetland terraces. The upper part of the watershed is mostly forested with a significant softwood
component and scattered vernal pools; the lower part is mostly emergent marsh and shrub swamp.

Prime Wetland Description: The 213-acre Hatch Brook prime wetland is the second largest prime
wetland in Meredith. It includes a series of intermittent drainages and vernal pools amidst forested
swamps in the upper part and a series of beaver ponds and marshes in the lower part. The wetland
edge throughout the prime wetland has a very high density of game trails, which had sign of otter,
mink, bear, deer, coyote, and moose. The wetland had the highest incidence of otter and moose of any
prime wetland in Meredith. Besides wildlife, the Hatch Brook prime wetland has very high floodwater
storage, groundwater discharge, and nutrient attenuation value.

Wildlife Habitat Description: The dominant habitat in the upper part is riparian forest, with very high
usage by aquatic dependent species such as beaver, otter and mink. At least 8 active or recent beaver
lodges were noted; many of these had signs of denning by otter and mink. Adjacent uplands in the
upper part contained high quality forested swamps, including a small but exemplary Northern
Hardwood-Black Ash-Conifer Basin Swamp. The lower part was dominated by emergent and scrub-
shrub marsh, with frequent occurrences of deer, moose, bear, and migratory waterfowl species such as
great blue heron, Canada goose, mallard, and American black duck.

Rare & Endangered Species / Exemplary Natural Communities: American bittern (S3), red-shouldered
hawk (S3), ruffed grouse (S4), Epilobium ciliatum ssp. glandulosum (IND), Northern Hardwood—Black
Ash—Conifer Swamp (S2)
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Wildlife Issues of Concern:
e Water quality impacts from Route 104 in lower part; also some localized impacts from
salt along Hatch Corners Road
e Stormwater run-off from Winona Road development
e ATV usage in sensitive wildlife areas
e Road-caused wildlife corridor impacts along Route 104 and along Hatch Corner Road

Upper left: upper Hatch Brook beaver
pond with rich sedge & grass diversity,
providing food for birds, mammals,
amphibians, and a host of invertebrates.
Right: in a rarely documented instance
of predation by chipmunks, one of the
obligate vernal pool amphibians, a
wood frog is being consumed. Lower
left: lower Hatch Brook wetland. Lower
right: big laughing gym on yellow birch.
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