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Page Pond and ForestA History and Guide

Figurel: Page Pond and Forest withe Sherman EasementMeredith Neck, Meredith, NH(Courtesy
of the Trust for Public Land)

Page Pond and Forest, withthe solid boundary, is 567 acresd is a Meredith Town
Forest Page Pond, also known as [EitPond, contains some 20 O NBa | y R Aa
LI2YRé 20y SR Paye Rofd$s diaided o heé south and southeast by Page
Brook and the larger Page Brook watershed drains most of the surrounding forestland.
The Shamnan easement, within the dashed boundary, &deres. The elevation of the
land varies from 550 to 750 feet. Property features include ponds, streams, forest,
wetlands an abandoned quarry, an old mill dam, old farm cellar holes and stone walls.
Marked trails have been createldeginning at the two starred access point8ordering

the propertyon the northis thehistoricLeavitt family cemetery.



The Land and Water, the Forest and the First People

Each landscape holds a story, written by nature imn@iost cases also by people. This is
the story of what happened to shape the land of Page Pond and Forest and its close
surroundingg eventsas major as an ice age and as minor as placing a stone doorstep.
It is also the story of Page Pond and Forest today: its ponds, wetlands, streams,
forestlands, birds and wildlifé//hat follows is meant to give perspective to what we
today see and do on this land.

The last major landscaping event that shaped thisaawas the Wisconsin glaciation.
Beginning some 110,000 years ago, a massive ice sheet a mile thick moved over the lan
from the northwest to the southeastThe top of the glacier was more than two times

the height of Red HillCarrying rocks, soil arikbris, the glacier scoured out the basin

of Lake Winnipesaukee and plowed over the surrounding la@eh Moultonborough
bSOl GKS 3t OASNI RSLI2AAGSR o062dzZ RSNAR O f f
face of Red Hilto the north, but Meredith Neck was too far west to receive these.
When the icehad melted from this aredy 14,000 years ago, it left a jumbled surface of
bare bedrock, and loose rocks, sand, and greupdtone known as glacial till.

Water from the melting glacier, rain and smmelt flowed down to fill Lake
Winnipesaukee and collected in many pools and pomaishe uneven ground Annual
sediment layers in such ponds can be used like tree rings®uat calendaryears from
this postglacial period and the pollen in the sedimemtn reveal the plants that were
growing here. Beginning at Gilman Hitiorth of present route 25Page Brook flowed
south and east down Meredith Neck to empty irttake Winnipesaukee at Fish Cove. (1)

In the cold and dry conditions in front of the reating ice sheetthe first plants arrived

here: grasses, sedges, lichens and mosdgash make up the tundra communityThe

first forest trees toappear were coldand droughttolerant spruce. By 11,000 years ago

the climate had warmed and balsam firhite pine, hemlock and birch had moved in.
After 10,000 years ago hardwood species such as maple, beech and oak arrived. Ther
were substantial ups and downs in temperature and precipitation over this time and
even a glacial radvance, andhe forest changedto match them. Thiglimate and
forest changepattern continued over the next several thousand years, so14@00
yearold PageForest has a long history of alteration by natural foroes.



Figure2: Spruce trees bgin to replace the posglacial tundra (D. Heyduk photdVhite Mountaing

Among he first animalsto move into the Meredith Neck Lake Winnipesaukee area
after the glacier retreated were tundra and grassland grazers such as caribou,
mammoth, and musk ox, and their predators: dire wolves, sabothed and other cats,
shortfaced bears, and people. ThdS 2 LJX S 1 Yy 2lddians B&re Bahds bf S 2
Y2YIFRAO Kdzy i SNB 6K2 F2fft26SR (GKS 3INITAY
points on 56 foot-long spears or darts, which were thrown using atfatl, or spear
thrower. (3) Beginningl1,000 to 12)00 years ago, or perhaps earlier, they moved
through this land, camping on the terracebke Meredith Neck above lakes and rivers
and quarrying tochuality stone fromold volcaniocoutcrops in the Ossipee and Belknap
Mountains and Red Hill In additon to projectile points, their tool kits included stone
flake knives for butchering, steegzlged stone scrapers for cleaning hides, @tohe

awls for punching holesTheir bone and wooden tools did not survive, but undoubtedly
included boneawls andneedes for sewing, antler hammers for stomeorking, and
wooden spears, clubs and tent framé¢3)



Figure3: Palealndian fluted projectile point (Richard Boisvert photo, NH Div of HistoaidiResources)

Figure4: Point mounted to shaft using the flutehannel (Richard Boisvert photo, NH Div of Histatic
Resources)



Figure5: PalecIndian hunters moved with mammoths and other graze(P. Heyduk photo, Peabody
Museum of Archaeology exhibit)

Figure6: A camp of nomadic hunters (D. Heyduk photo, Peabody Museum of Archaeology exhibit)



As the climate warmed, the tundra and grassland area was greatly reduced and most of
the larger grazing animals such as mammaiant bison and elkthe large predator
wolves, cats and bears, and animals such as giant beaver and sloth, became exgnct. Th
forest environmenthat replaced the tundrdnad a greater variety of plants and animals,
and the human adaptation changed correspondingly.

From 9,000 to 3,000 years ago, a period kn@aschaeologicallas theArchaic, hunting

and gathering became more dal and more broadWpased and human population
grew. People hunted and trapped virtually all the animals and birds common today,
fished and gathered shellfish, and harvested wild plants, fruits and nuts. They used
boatsand had regular travel and trad®utes. Their chipped stone tools were much
more varied than those of the Paldndians, and they made ground stone axe heads,
pestles and mortars. Bone and antler were used to make fish spears and fishfibeks.
Archaic hunters, trappers and gatheremsanged widely through thePageforest, its
variedwetlands, and alon&age Brook and its feeder strean4)

Figure7: Ground stone axe heads (D Heyduk photo, Peabody Museum of Archaeology exhibit)



The ArchaidNative Americarpeople lived in lakeside and riverside settlements, such as
one on Stonedam Island which was occupied for thousands of .yé&grsThey moved
seasonallyto other locations tatake advantage of waterfowl migrations, fish spawning
runs, and the shelter andvailable firewood of the forest in winter.

Around 3,000 years ago pottergakingand horticulture began to be practicedand
archaeologists call this nexhpse theWoodlandPeriod The samédNative Americans
continued to live here and to hunt, fish amgther as before, but they began to grow
crops and to make pottery

The horticulture system arrived herirough contact with people tdhe south and
west, andthe preferred land for planting was the rich alluvial soil found on river terraces
and lake shoreg just where settlements were already locatedStone tools are not
good for felling trees, so the trees were girdled or burned at the base. Corn, bedns an
squash were then planted in mounds among the dead trees. After the fertility of this
land declined, new fields would be made, and the old ones would return to forest.
Settlement size and population increasedbut because of the forest/fieltbrest
rotation, the forest remained intact

Woodland Native Americans made pottery to store and cook the new foods, they began
to use bows and arrows, and they also made the specialty of the north woods: the birch
bark canoe. Canoes were made from naturallyaterproof white birch bark, which
because of its horizontal grain, coud@ cut and peeledrom treesin large rectangular
sheets. The bark pieceagere stitched together with the long, flexible roots of black
spruce, while the ribs and internal sheathingre made from spruce or cedawhich

could be easily split and steafment. Harder, more durableout also straighsplitting

ash or maplevere used for the rails, thwarts and paddleSpruce gum was used to seal
the stitched seams.Unlike canoes madedm logs, he birchbarkcanoe was light, but
could be heavily loaded. It could be easily repaired anywhetike forest and could be

OF NNASR 20SNI YR 2y iskddoe lgiviRigddySdaddess todakes,dzt
rivers, narrow, winding streamanddisconnected waterwaysThe Pagéorest probably
provided materials for canoes built at the Stonedam Island settlen{éit.

Woodland people hunted, trapped, fished, gathered and planted without altering the
land or the trees, plant®r animals. Except for dugout canoes, their woodworking
involvedpeeling bark andising small tregswvhich could be bent or split lengthwiséhe

clay for their pottery andhe stone for their toolscame from on or near the surface.



Figure8: Birchbark canoe (Courtesy of Mount Kearsarge Indian Museum)

The Woodland Period lasted from 3,000 years ago until European contact in the
sixteenth century. After 1600 AD Native Americanviteild greatly change. (7)



European Contac@nd Early Recorded History

The arrival of European colonists was at first vaguely known to Native Americans in the
Winnipesaukee region. But even before the first colonists landed at Plymouth,
European diseases including smallpox, typhus, influenza, pthgaough, measles and
plague were decimating Native American populations, which had no resistance to these
infections. A series of epidemicwer several generationseduced Native American
population by as much as 90 percent. People responded by albamgl settlements

and merging tribes.

At the same time, a vigorous trade developed in which furs, and especially beaver pelts
trapped by Native Americapsvere exchanged for European manufactured goods
knives, axes, blankets and brass potss a result @averwere completely eliminated

and their role in shaping the landscapeas stopped for more than 200 years. The
ponds, forest openings and wildlife habitat that beaver today provide at Page Pond and
Forest are the result of a s@troduction in New Hamshire in the 1920s.

scale in millimeters

Figure9: Arrowheads made from European trade brass (Richard Boisvert photo, NH Div of Historical
Resources)

In 167576, YA Yy 3 t K AletivdehJSeseral? NeWEngland tribes and the English
colonists resulted in the defeat of the tribesd their retreat north One of the last
Native American settlements on Lake Winnipesaukee, Aquadoctan at the Weirs, was
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abandonedby 1700. From that timeuntil 1763 when the French ceded Canada to
England, hostilities between the French and their Native American allies to the north
and the British settlements to the south effectively depopulated the Lakes Region.

Those venturing into the area were Nativenérican raiding parties, British colonial
military expeditions, hunters, trappersand surveyors. The routes they used were
ancient: up the Merrimack and Winnipesaukee rivers to Lake Winnipesaukee, and
GOFy2S OF NNR S a ¢ throuyh Wakohdsdh Bvid tg” SgfidmiiLhKe.Erom
Squam, routes ran west to the Pemigewasset River via the Squam River and east tc
Ossipee Lake via the Bearcamp River.

Surveyors laid out the town of Merediih 1754and 1770. Lots surveyed dmeredith

Neck contaied 95 acres each The surveyorsstretched a 66 footong D dzy' i S NI
measuring chain straight over the uneven, forested ground along a compass heading, a
LINE OS&aa OF t f S RenahdihsyoAgiby @hé ehain wide Wwak &niacre. In this
way the rectangular lots werdaid out ineastwestNR g6& Ol tf SR GNI y
corners marked with hatchdblazed trees or stone cairnsDividing the ranges were
easts SA G AaNI y3aASsgleass AyihS&oluResiRageiPand ans BestS
falls in thefifth, sixthand seventhranges and consists adill or most oflots 44, 45,50, 51

and 6Q with parts of adjoining lotas well

Ownership of the lots was divided among the proprietors, or original colonial grantees
of the town. Most lots or parts of lotswere thensoldto men who planned to settle
and farm, but this did not happen until after 17.688)

11



Figure10: Copy of of the aiginal 1770survey of Meredith Neck, withhJONE LINR S (i 2Page@ongd | Y'S
isshownin lot 44 (D. Heydukphoto, Meredith Historical Society)
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Settlement

Settlers began to come to Meredith, which at that time included Laconia, in the 1760s,
but Meredith Neck was not settled in this first wavaVhereas the proprietors had
drawn lots blindly from a survemap, the prospective farmers were interested in the
quality of the land. This was judged by the trees growing on it, beech and maple being
considered indicators of good soil. The Native Americans had favored the same land,
but they had been absent fordy to over one hundred years, and even their settlement
sites had returned to forestBeaver had been gone for almost one hundred years, so
their regenerative activity was lacking, and their former poratsl meadowshad
probably also returned to foresiower.

When a prospective settler had scouted the territory, looking for relatively flatk
free and dry land with good soil, he would negotiate to purchaggarticular number of
acres from the proprietor owning the lot. At this time there usualpswo road to the
lot and the settler would have to clear the land and build a hoydee work of several
years. Trees might be girdled and crops planted Naiiverican style, but sooner or
later these mature forest treesvere felled with axes, and thembs cut to lie next to the
trunks. After drying for at least several months, the trunks and limbs were burned, then
the remainder waspulled together, and burned againThe ashes from this burning
were sold as potash, or welteft asbeneficial fertileer for the crops. Later the stumps
would be laboriously pulled from the ground and from the fiel@xen were very
important for this work and most new farmers owned then(9)

The proprietors had decreed that roads which were rangewagse to be four rods
wide (66 feet), and roads between rangeways were to be two rods in width (33 feet)
While this defined the righof-way, the road was normally cleared just wide enough to
allow passage by an apart, and not even this was done urdilsettler had requested.it

A north-south roadis said to have ruthrough the present Page Forest, passing to the
west of Page Pond, crossing Page Brook, and reaching current Meredith Neck Road nee
where it crosses Page Brook. The current easst pation of Blueberry Hill Roa a

range road, and originally extended further edstween lots 50 and 6@ meet the
above mentioned nortksouth road. Current Quarry Road is an original crasgeway

road which ran nortksouh to the rangeway between te 33 and 45, meeting the
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rangewayjust north ofthe Leavitt cemetery The rangewathen ran eastfollowingthe
current north boundary of Page Pond and Fore&n extension of Quarry Roasl also

said to have run south through Page Forest from ety of the Leavittcemetery to
Blueberry Hill Road According to several deeds, Blueberry Hill Road was once called
Page Road, for John Page who lived there and for whom Page BroélagaBond are

also named.(10)

The first to settle in cuant PagePond and Forest wdgevolutionary War veteradlames
Gilman who bought all 95 acres of lot 51 for forgyght pounds in 1789.James also
bought lot 57 outside Page ForestJames, Deborah and their childrenoved from

Newmarket to settle on this land ib790 The Gilman family and farm grew addmes
also acquired lot 50. His grandson Jam@srarried Susan Mead in 1836 aimdlthat

same yeampurchasedone half of lot 60 The farms later passed to David Gilmarhe

cellar of the farmhousevhere Davidand Lucy Gilman and their children livede sill of
a barn, and a stonéned well are still to be seen in Page Forest. (11)

On the north side of Page Pdnand Forest the Leavitt familywere prominent
landowners. Schoolmaster ardarme® Amanac founder Dudley Leavitt, his wife
Judith and their children moved to Meredith in 1806, buystne 4 acresof lot 45
Leavitt bought moreparcels betweenl813 and 1829 bringing his farm to some 115
acres, which he actively farmed together with teachimghe public and his owachoo]
writing textbooksand researching andriting the almanac.Two years after moving to
Meredith, DudleyLeavittwassigrning the town tax inventory as a selectmarde wrote
the annuall S| PA (i Q3 AimarRckKrErh IN97 $IMD his death in 1851, and left
manuscripts for the years through 1857.

The farm passed from Dudley to his son Isaac, grandson Arthur E., andygredson
Dudley. Thesand other members of the Leavitt and Bartlett families are buried in the
walled cemetery juskast of the Quarry Road entrance to Page Pond and Fofesdlly,
the cemetery wasreated by Dudley and Judith in 1813 for the burial of one of their
children. Another child was buried there in 181Bhe original Leavitt lot was solaa
the house wherédudley and Juditbriginally settled andaised 11 childreypwas moved.
GreatgrandsonDudley Leavitt died in 1945 and in his will deeded lemthe town to
becmme Leavitt Park(12)
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Figurell: The almanadad a circulation of over 60,00QCourtesy of Peter Miller D. Heyduk photo)

Figurel2: The Leavitt family cemetery (D. Heyduk photo)
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